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Lab 6.5.3.1 Manage Bridge Configuration and Image Files  

Estimated Time: 20 minutes 

Number of Team Members: Students will work in teams of two. 

Objective 
In this lab, the student will learn the features of the wireless bridge configuration dump and the 
process used for wireless bridge configuration and image load processes. Additionally, in this lab, 
the student will learn the process for distributing firmware and configurations. 

Topology 

 

Preparation  
The students will read and familiarize themselves with the concepts in Chapter 6 prior to attempting 
this lab. 

Tools and Resources 
Each team will require the following:  

a. One BR350 

b. One PC on the wired LAN for bridge configuration 
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Step 1 Backup the current configuration file 
In order to backup the current configuration files, complete the following steps: 

 
a. On PC1, open a web browser and access the bridge. From the Home page, click on the Setup 

tab. 

 
b. From the Services section, select Cisco Services. 
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c. Click on the Manage System Configuration link. 

 

 



4 - 13 Fundamentals of Wireless LANs v 1.2 – Lab 6.5.3.1 Copyright © 2003, Cisco Systems, Inc. 

d. Click on the Download All System Configuration button. 

 

 
 

e. When the File Download screen appears, click the Save button. 
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f. Choose a file name and location or click Save to accept the defaults. 

In this example, BPod1.ini was selected as the file name, and C:\Cisco directory was selected as 
the location to save the configuration file. 

 
 

g. Verify the configuration file is saved on PC1. 
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h. On PC1, open the configuration file with Notepad.  Edit the “sysName=” value to BPod1backup. 

i. Save the changes and exit Notepad. 

Step 2 Load a configuration file 
If the configuration is ever lost or corrupted, it can be restored by using the Additional System 
Configuration File. This is an option from the Cisco Services Setup menu or page to move the 
configuration file into the bridge. The system automatically restores the configuration based on these 
commands. 

In order to load a configuration file, complete the following steps: 

a. On the Cisco Services Setup page, click on the Manage System Configuration button. 
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b. From the System Configuration Setup Page, click on the Browse… button near the Additional 
System Configuration file: field. 

 
 

c. Choose the configuration file BPod1 that is to be loaded and click the Open button. 
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d. Click the Browser Update Now button to load the file.  After about 10 seconds, the page will 
update.  Notice the System name will change in the upper left corner. 

1. Was it possible to load the saved configuration file into the current configuration of the 
bridge?   How is this confirmed? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Step 3 Update bridge firmware using a browser 
Bridges may need to be updated to provide new services or greater security features. 

In order to update firmware using a web browser, complete the following steps: 

 
 

a. Download the latest BR350 image from Cisco.com.  Save the image file on PC1. 
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b. From the Cisco Services Setup Page, click on the Fully Update Firmware: Through Browser 
link. 

 

 
 

c. From the Update All Firmware Through Browser Page, click on the Browse… across from the 
New File for All Firmware: 
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d. Select the downloaded BR350 image file and click the Open button. 

 

 
e. The image file location will now appear in the field. 

Note  If the bridge has the latest image installed, skip the next step.  If the bridge requires updating, ask for 
instructor permission before upgrading. 

f. Click on the Browser Update Now button. 

Note  Do not interrupt the update process one the update begins.  This will corrupt the bridge operating 
system, rendering the bridge inoperable. 
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Step 4 Distribute bridge firmware  
The Cisco Services Setup menu provides an option for distributing firmware or configuration from 
one bridge to all other bridges on the infrastructure. These options reduce the time needed to 
perform firmware upgrades or make global changes to the configuration. 

In order to distribute firmware, complete the following steps: 

 
a. Click on the Distribute Firmware to other Cisco Devices from the Cisco Services Setup 

page. 

 
 

b. From the Distribute Firmware Page, choose the yes radio button on for the Distribute all 
firmware option. 
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c. Click the Start button. 

 
 

The bridge will search for other bridges to distribute its firmware to, which is indicated by the 
SEARCHING status in the lower left hand corner of the page. If it locates a bridge, the distribution 
will occur automatically. If no other bridges are available, the status will display INACTIVE. 

Step 5 Reset the bridge configuration 
The bridge provides an option to restore the bridge configuration back to factory defaults using a web 
browser.  In order to reset the bridge, complete the following steps: 

 
a. From the Cisco Services Setup page, click on the Manage System Configuration link. 
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b. From the System Configuration Setup Page, click on the Reset All System Factory Defaults 

button. 

 


