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FOREWOLRD

The 1920s and ‘30s were the golden decades of American popular song. The
melodies and lyrics created during these years were the work of outstanding artists
who, in a relatively brief period, originated a new form of entertainment and
brought it to a pinnacle of perfection.

The songs published between the two world wars were a part of the cultural
renaissance in the United States, encompassing literature, art, dance, movies,
theater, and music. Like many of the artistic accomplishments of twentieth-century
America, the new music was commercial, linked to popular consumption. The
songs created for musical theater, movies, dance bands, and sheet music, along
with the work of the great jazz and blues artists, are considered by many to be
America’s most important contribution to world music.

George Gershwin, Cole Porter, Richard Rodgers, Vincent Youmans, Eubie
Blake, Harry Warren, and others composed miniature masterpieces that are also
outstanding entertainment. Many of the songs were instant hits in their day, played
by the dance orchestras of such bandleaders as Paul Whiteman, Vincent Lopez,
and Leo Reisman and popularized through bestselling sheet music and the newly
ubiquitous phonograph record. They were also heard, on hundreds of evenings, in
hit musical shows—most played in several cities before and after their Broadway
runs—and, during the thirties, in the movie musicals that reached into every corner
of the nation. '

This collection of the sheet music of the 1920s and ‘30s contains the finest
and best-known of the era’s songs. These enduring musical gems are still widely
performed, both professionally and privately. Just saying their fitles instantly
conjures up their unforgettable melodies and the first lines of their lyrics. Some are
famous pieces that will always be associated with the Roaring Twenties and
Depression Thirties: their composers and lyricists may no longer be household



names, but indelibly imbedded in the American memory are such songs as “Ain’t
We Got Fun,” “Baby Face,” “Barney Google,” “Sweet Georgia Brown,” “The Birth
of the Blues,” “Ain’t She Sweet,” “I Wanna Be Loved by You,” “Happy Days Are
Here Again,” “Fine and Dandy,” and “Too Marvelous for Words.”

America’s finest musical talents produced the songs of this golden age,
which have been enjoyed by a vast popular audience from their creation to the
present. The best of these pieces not only are musically inferesting, but also
represent a perfect wedding of tune to lyric, of mood to verbal expression. Cole
Porter was a vituoso of both music and lyrics, and his ” Anything Goes,” “Just One
of Those Things,” “Let's Do It,” “Night and Day,” “You Do Something fo Me,” and
“You're the Top” are included in this collection. Porter’s lyrical cleverness, internal
rhyming, and matchless ability to unite musical rhythm and verbal surprise is
evident in one of the best lyrics of the period, from “I Get a Kick Out of You”:

I get no kick in a plane;

Flying too high with some guy in the sky
Is my idea of nothing fo do;

Yet | get a kick out of you.

Many of these exceptional composers worked with a variety of lyricist
partners. Harold Arlen, well remembered for his score for The Wizard of Oz,
wrote “It's Only a Paper Moon” with Billy Rose and E. Y. Harburg, but composed
“You're a Builder Upper” with Harburg and Ira Gershwin. Richard Rodgers’s early
songs were written with lyricist Lorenz Hart ("My Heart Stood Still,” “With a Song
in My Heart,” “Ten Cents a Dance”), but he joined forces with Oscar Hammer-
stein Il in the 1940s to produce the classic musicals Oklahoma! and South Pacific.
Hammerstein had previously written the lyrics for songs by Sigmund Romberg
(”Stouthearted Men,” “Lover, Come Back to Me!”) and Rudolf Friml (“Indian Love
Call,” “Rose Marie”). Harry Warren composed mainly for the movies (usually with
lyricist Al Dubin, but sometimes with Mort Dixon), and his songs virtually define the
film musicals of the early 1930s. Included in this collection are Warren hits from
Forty-second Street (the tifle song, “Young and Healthy,” “You're Getting to Be a
Habit with Me”) and Gold Diggers of 1933 (“We're in the Money,” “Shadow
Waliz"), as well as his “You Must Have Been a Beautiful Baby” and “Jeepers
Creepers.”

Perhaps the greatest songwriting team of the era was the brothers
Gershwin—George and Ira. A maijority of their extraordinary songs are associated
with classic twenties and thirties musicals. In this book are “Bidin’ My Time,” “But
Not for Me,” “Embraceable You,” and “I've Got Rhythm,” all of which come from
one of their best shows, Girl Crazy. “Of Thee | Sing” and “Strike Up the Band” are
the title songs from two of their most ambitious works, musical satires that mix
Gilbert and Sullivan-style operetta with jazzy, melodic tunes. {Of Thee I Sing, with



a book by playwrights George S. Kaufman and Morrie Ryskind, won the Pulitzer
Prize for drama in 1932.) One of the Gershwins’ most enduring and poignant love
songs, “The Man | Love,” was included in, and then dropped from, a number of
shows before finding immortality in recordings and cabaret performances.

George Gershwin’s songs, theatrical shows, and symphonic compositions .
influenced a generation of popular and classical composers in both Europe and
America, among them Maurice Ravel. And the great Russian composer Dmitri
Shostakovich thought enough of American popular music to make a symphonic
arrangement of Vincent Youmans's “Tea for Two.”

All of the songs in 100 Best Songs of the ‘20s and ‘30s are arranged for
voice and piano; they contain the complete original words, and many feature
diagrams and chord symbols for guitar and other stringed instruments. With the
sheet music in this collection, these masterpieces can be played, sung, and enjoyed
again and again—and can allow us fo revisit a wonderfully creative period of
American music.

GREGORY SURIANO

New York
1995






INTRODUCTION

by RICHARD RODCGELS

A song is a lot of things. But, first of all, a song is the voice of its times. Setting
words to music gives them weight, makes them somehow easier to say. And it
helps them to be remembered. It may be that we can sing what we often cannot
say, whether it be from shyness, fear, lack of the right words or the passion or
dramatic gift to express them. More souls have rallied to more causes by the
strains of music than by straining rhetoric. Surely more Frenchmen’s hopes of
liberation were kept alive by the clandestine playing of the Marseillaise than
by radioed promises of help during the dark days of Nazi occupation. And
Happy Days Are Here Again buoyed up the flagging spirits of the Depression
years long before it became the “official”’ 1964 Democratic party campaign song.

Music, too, is the “food of love.” We show our love for God by singing
hymns to His praise. Love of country is shown in its national anthem; of old school
ties in the alma mater. And our love for each other is never so eloquently ex-
pressed as it is in music.. . . in the romantic love song, a genre of popular expres-
sion that reached its zenith in the years between 1920 and 1940: the period
covered in this songbook.

Music evokes memories of the past, speaks in tones of the present, and
inspires the future. The music of the Twenties and Thirties represents, really, the
voices of two times, separated by a single day late in 1929—the day of the Great
Wall Street Crash. In the Twenties people hummed happily while clipping cou-
pons on a collision course with the Thirties. High living, the Bees’ Knees and
speak-easies turned overnight into dour soup kitchens, plummeting hemlines
and the escapism of Shirley Temple movies. But the music of these two decades
represented two sides of the same coin. The millionaire-on-margin of 1927 was
singing Brother, Can You Spare a Dime? in 1932 with the same enthusiasm he
formerly reserved for the discovery of a new chorine to shower with furs and
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costly baubles. Even as songs beat out the rhythm of the present they are
tempered with the sweet nostalgia of the past. And they drum up visions of things
to come. They log the temper of an entire era. -

The Twenties sang of carefree nights and the frenetic days that rushed -
headlong into the nightmare and fantasy of the Thirties. Both had their reality;
both voiced it. This was a score of years in which love grew from an idle and
pleasant pastime into a vital avocation—romance. Bread lines seemed less
burdensome if one could sing. Somehow, political chaos was less unsettling if
you hummed through its storms. And Armageddon couldn’t threaten us if we
kept whistling Bye Bye Blackbird. '

The history of the world has been written in music. | am proud to have
been a part of its most exciting chapters. | am happy that some of my favorite
melodies have helped to chronicle one of America’s most fascinating genera-
tions. And | am delighted that many of them have been set down between the
covers of this book.

Music is something else, too: it is the universal language. It will speak for

itself on the following pages.






CHARLESTON FOX TROT
DANCE Dn;scnoNs

B
OSCAR DURYEA, “AMERICAN AUTHORITY ON MODERN DANCES”
The Ballroom, Hotel Des Artistes, One West 67th Street, New Yot"k. ) ;
To learn this dance, first practice the Charleston step—Place the feet as in illustration No. 1, man’s left foot behind the right, left
toe at the heel of the right, both toes turned out,—his partner’s right foot in front of her left, her right hecl at the toe of her left
foot, both toes turned out. Pt . o .
The man raise the left foot and at the same time rise on the toe of the right, turn both toes in, twisting on the ball of the right foot
—his partner raise her right foot, and at the same timae rise on her left toe, twisting on the ball of her left foot, turn both toes in,
as in illustration No. 2. Por 4/4 time music, in counting Fox Trot, count and, L . L. .
With the feet in this position, twist both toes out, with the man’s left heel in front at his right toe—his partner’s right heel in from
at her left toe. For 4/4 time music, in counting Fox Trot, count 1.

Man raise his left foot at the same time rise on the ball of the riﬁht and twist both toes in, then put left foot behind right,.and on
the balls of both feet twist both toes out—his left toe behind at the right heel—his partner raise- her right foot, at the same time tise
on the ball of her left foot and twist both toes in, then put her right foot in front and on the balls of both feet turn both toes out
—her right toe in front, at her left heel. For Fox Trot, count and 2. This is the SINGLE CHARLESTON and is done on one
side with one foot (the same one) moving forward and backward. After practicing with the foot described, then practice with
the other foot, moving it forward and backward with the same movements and counts. A toddle movement (a double rise or jiggle
of the body up and down) is.taken throughout all the “CHARLESTON™ steps, on the foot on which the weight is. ™~

PFor the DOUBLE CHARLESTON start as before, the left foot for the man, the right for his partner, and take the count ‘..d 1°
as before, then step back on the left foot for the man and on the right foot forward for his partner, putting the weight on it, but
doing the turning in and out and the toddle with the weight on the left behind for the man, his partner with the weight on her
gight in front. Count and 2. Then the man “CHARLESTON" with the right foot, moving it back behind the left foot and
forward again in front, finishing with the weight on the right foot in front of the left—his partner moves the left foot in front of
th:l right and back with the same foot, finishing with her left foot in front of the right with the weight on it, Count and 3,
and 4

FOX TROT ROUTINES WITH SINGLE AND DOUBLE CHARLESTON STEPS!

ROUTINE 1. Directions for the man, his partner does the same but with the opposite foot in the opposite direction. Walk 4
steps forward, commencing with the left foot, count 1, 2, 3, 4. Then SINGLE CHARLESTON STEPS with
the left foot moving forward and backward twice, count and 5, and 6, and 7. and 8 — — 4 measures. )

ROUTINE IlI. Walk 4 steps forward, commencing with the left foot, count 1, 2, 3, 4. Then DOUBLE CHARLESTON with the left
foot moving forward and backward, then the right foot backward and forward, count and 5, and 6, and 7, and

8§ — —= — — 4 measures.
ROUTINE [II. Walk 2 steps forward, commencing with the left foot, ccunt 1, 2, then 3 short quick steps to the left side, with
) the left, right and left foot (step, close step) finishing with a *‘kick up™ with the right foot from the knee (see
illus. No. 4) as the third step is taken on the left foot, count 3 and 4, and repeat the 3 quick steps to
the right side with the right, left and right foot, finishing with the “kick up™ with the left foot, count § and 6
ang, en a SINGE.E CHARLESTON STEP with the left foot moving forward and backward, count 7 and 8
and ~— — — — 4 measures.

ROUTINE IV. Repeat ROUTINE II] — e ~ oo == — — ~— 4 measures.

NOTE: Discretion should be used as to how pronounced the CHARLESTON “kick up,” and “toddle” movements are made

for ballroom dancing.
62 West 45th Street, N. Y. C.

- HARMS, Inc. -
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FOX TROT SONG
Lyric and Music by

AL JOLSON
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BENNY DAVIS and
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IF I COULD BE WITH YOU

By HENRY CREAMER
& JIMMY JOHNSON
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I'm Just Wild About Harry

Words and Music b,
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Lyric by
GUS KAHN

Carolina In The Morning

Brightly

Music by
WALTER DONALDSON
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My Buddy

Lyric by Music by
GUS KAHN WALTER DONALDSON
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CHARLESTON

Words and Music by
CECIL MACK
& JIMMY JOHNSON
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CALIFORNIA

Here I Come

FOX TROT SONG By AL JOLSON,
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HARD HEARTED HANNAH

(The Vamp Of Savannah) Words and Music by

JACK YELLEN, MILTON AGER,
BOB BIGELOW and CHAS. BATE;
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I Wonder What’s Become Of Sally?
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INDIAN LOVE CALL
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Oh, I.ady Be Good!

Words by
IRA GERSHWIN

Allegretto grazioso

Music by

GEORGE GERSHWIN
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Words by
OTTO HARBACH and

ROSE -MARIE

OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN IInd

Spanish text by
Johnnie Camacho

Music by
RUDOLF FRIML
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Words by
IRVING CAESAR

TEA FOR TWO

Music by

VINCENT YOUMANS
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When Day Is Done

Tune Ukulele

By EbG C
Words by Music by
B.G.DE SYLVA DR. ROBERT KATSCHER
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CLAP HANDS!

Lyrio by Here Comes Charley!
BILLY ROSE & Tune Ukulele Music by
BALLARD MacDONALD T 1T 1 JOSEPH MEYER
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SWEET GEORGIA BROWN

By BEN BERNIE,
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The Birth Of The Blues
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BYE BYE BLACKBIRD
SONG

Ukulele in D
Tune Ukethus AD F#B

whenpplayed with Plano.(Tenor Banjo, Mandola,
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Words by

LORENZ HART

Mountain Greenery
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SOMEONE TO WATCH OVER ME

“QUI ME PROTEGERA”

Words by Music by
IRA GERSHWIN GRORGE GERSHWIN

French version by
EMELIA RENAUD
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AIN'T SHE SWEET

Words by Music by
JACK YELLEN MILTON AGER
A.S.C.A.P. A.S.C.AP
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HALLELUJAH!

Words by
LEO ROBIN and
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VINCENT YOUMANS
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I'm Looking Over A Four Leaf Clover

Lyric by Music by
MORT DIXON HARRY WOODS
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My Heart Stood Still

(Martin and Sandy)

Words by > Music by
LORENZ HART RICHARD RODGERS
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Sometimes I'm Happy

Words by
IRVING CAESAR
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STOUTHEARTED MEN

Words by (Including U.S. Navy version)
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STRIKE UP THE BAND!

Words by
IRA GERSHWIN

Music by
GEORGE GERSHWIN
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Words by (Sandy and Martin) Music by
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I WANNA BE LOVED BY YOU

Words by Music by
BERT KALMAR HERBERT STOTHART

and HARRY RUBY
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ILets Do It
(Lets Fall In Love)

Words and Music by
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Lover, Come Back To Me!

Words by

OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN 2nd
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Two Little Babes In The Wood

Words and Music by
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You Took Advantage Of Me _—

rds b
Words by RICHARD RODGERS

LORENZ HART
Allegretto moderato
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Am I Blue?

Lyric by Music by
GRANT CLARKE HARRY AKST
Moderato
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Im just a wom-an, a-lone-ly woman  Wait- m on the wear-y shore.
Its "ag-gra-va-tin’ tostand here wait-in’  Wait-in'for a trif-flin’ man.
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Got up this morn-in’ a - long a-bout dawn,__ Wxgh—out awarn-in’ I found he was gone. _
1 think ity aw- ful his treatment of me, Its most un-law-ful how mean he can be. _
>
m F N N
T N I— YA — T ——— >‘
| =y et
Y| ? F’- v.?-\___/f"ﬁ — ? -
. —T ., |F o ==
Jz
L i 1= 4 } 4 | | N
0 Z4 . 1 L e { 1 =1 R
% 5t 5 : ! o | — * ot
— > S E ~=
r F7 Bb A c7,
, B 5 =
1 % 1 —) Y %\ O - lk\ b ) N )Y AJL\ |
1= 1 1 — 17 ])'; 1N } % I A 2L — 11
P+ = = - —H
Why shouldhe do it? How could he do it? He nev-cr done it be-fore._
I cant for-get him, I'm bound to get him, I ruo himdown if 1 can.__
o) 1 N N
. - 7i= =
" 3 T = —
>3’ LA J tf hd 4 I —
-
- cC9,
REFRAIN : B
|
1 —— enp——————T
= e o == —_——u
"‘——_ﬁ;—‘ ¥ ¥ 57—
Am 1 blue? : Aint these tears
> =
4 ? P [N
T 1 ~ T A=l h J -
) § 1 #
) I’ J
%/ \:/%\_/: :vg g : & - ._
g et N——————
p—
Ty
t " —
e i
F A7b5 D7 G7 Db7 g, -
. BB A B BR
) e— o8 - ) — — ————1T7
I ) o VD 4 1
1 P & 1
a : ) ol ) Y &
— in these eyes __ tel -lin’ you?
— | A [N
b ¥
T
—
i ! ; E - } 4 " i i
v l I 1

161



Co, F.  A7bs D7 ¢r, Do oca,
B O OFERER B OB B
£ } ¥ 3 i
—————2+o ey e b
=g 1 f , .
« - . SR .
Youll be too If each plan th& your man — done fell through._
. 3 o 4 T —h 1 -
l' ol -_— ‘ i ¥ ; ) A d —
‘ 1 4
15 T,
NE 2 ~4— \\v—-—/;/a - - |5 g | 77 h
g e -
= e »—pp—1p
: . = T »
<> Y 1 1 " '!
7 S P . ’V
Bb Bbm F ém E7 Dm6
i ] F 5
- T T
15 11 LN 14
— T} T
. Q\Jas a time I was his on-ly one,
A i}l _ b — — | ] A 1
1 1§ 1 L4 [ @]
N )
Z 1T g - T 1 { ‘T '{ ¥
- S = ======
s =S =S =—====
[~ T +
v{/ 1-:7F Am, Ffdim Gm7 C7,
, W | F o
— r——— ——— ——o
H—rF k—fm1T© ) - ]
11 = ~1f I 11 1 — 1 D ¢ 1 nv4 1
- 14 T LI T 14 T =
111
— ut now I'm the sad and lone-ly one,— Law-dy’Was I gay?.
o | A = | A R N B > =
L < 4
B e FSE=SS =
=Yy S
e — 2
- ~+ %" 'F- A J 4 L\
. — P 1§ !
W*_—Z:NT T = e T %‘E
N Ly T T M o H - S-/
ﬁFE ;gnzs @ F’dnm%ﬁ
h ] . I I
o z: e+ =2 — ]
Y " ¥
J ,@:ﬂ 14 I - ¥ y
til to - day, Now hes gone __ and were through,
2 ™~ it — 1L 2 — } N ~ ;1 1
FB 1 )H_ - :* ;'\tﬁ ;; g
VO’\/_C'P’ - ~t 1 - -« | &
L. VA s oD A AN PEP s o | I —de b
2 £ i 1 il V\T‘V — ¥ 1 — 1 = —
— P e —
O = <>
r 1 N ——
B oEd R B me “dE mER g
P4 1 T >—+—— ~—T" = D ——1 = |
:m:ht‘_i}r o J1 N—+ | & - 1 = " |
Py 2L > T2 -1 |
_ Am I blue? Am | blue?  blue?
prm— > . > >
e e = e ~ :]i 3
L
e . rs—— ., 4
ey T 1kr T - | Joo +—- H‘le I lr
"7LJL\; F B — + B .l‘ - : " —‘ }‘:5 L ;
=% —— e o 3




Cant We Be Friends?

Words by
PAUL JAMES
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KAY SWIFT
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I May Be Wrong

Words by But, I Think You're Wonderful! Music by
HARRY RUSKIN HENRY SULLIVAN
Moderato
J_ b )J J
i T lﬁg - T —+ f%i? TE q
$ g + 1 iq %g
z.'h. onm—— "
m
" - ~
e o e —
e PR T
Bb7 Eb Abm8 Eb  Ab
e —t L+ eo——+ |+
e et S —— T

rou-lette, Whenl place______ a bet,

is sad, I am just_______ as bad,

i
T T T

I have been a

Mine is real-ly

L
me

e

| §N0
gy

il
G
\RID

;:g ot £
#r)

D7
| Bv7 A Eb o . |
—+F — " 9 %o 4
¢+ — et P
los-er all my life. Like a two year old I
quite a hope-less case. Oc - u- lists ad - vise
! ! | ] 3 i ] L
B ]11 SR — i p

-
4

ol \
10
—
Ul i
] |
| —|
ol |
e-1
Y
H
\
{

pick'embad______
Glas-ses for___.__

|
Tm told Still, I think I'd find 1n you a per-fect wife.
my eyes,With - out them I can't ev-en see your face.

T £ ;r + 7
e ; B I i :
-4 - ! z o s
\_-___/
Gm Gdim Eb7 D7 Gm Bb F7 Bb
& . T —
e a1 > Y 1 Z q
T—» [ F® F |t & i
- Il L ) I 5 % I 1 1 s |

The making of any unauthorized adaptation, arrangement or copy of this publication, or any part thereof,
is on infringement of copyright and subjects the infringer to severe penaities under the Copyright Law.

© MCMXXIX by Advanced Music Corporation
Copyright Renewed
Publisher member of A. 8. C. A. P.

International Copyright Secured. Made in U. S. A.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED INCLUDING PUBLIC PERFORMANCE FOR PROFIT

f
P — | 1
[ 1 " 1 ) { I ) Y 4. z
) { 1 ¥ 17! 3 Py
g ‘ ;I na i
- -7 AR
| ,J ,{L\.,JJ JJJ.J_
;’a_-’ — & s T 5 o
Ir’j ©- af 1 = — ©

171 -



CHORUS g ma7 Eb7 Ab Abme
pa— 1 T3 T ) + j : )
=—+FF 5 o 1o
f t t T 1 1 7
I may be wrong; but, I think youre won - der. ful:
I may be wrong; but, I think youre won - der._ful:
— } + -t —+ +—
R il
- N \ -
o —— x
< —1 7 ¥ T—F 1 &
Eb F8 Bb7 Eb Abs Eb
St ———— —3
g1 I
I may be wrong; but, I think you're swelli I like your
I may be wrong; but, I think youre swell: I like your
(R —F—7— F——rt ey
3= = :_%:j::’:ﬂ:
T b be
N’
’+- 3 3 lL [N + A L 3\ 1 2 J . { 3 }
SRS sSsSssss=s S = = j
- - - - <

F9
——
style; say, I think it's mar - vel-lous. I'm al-ways wrong so
style;  say, I think it's mar - vel.lous. But I cant see so
1 L l § 1 1 | 3 4 L
( — j — :1 T 1 4. n ~— ? 1 ~4- T
Tt T e 1 E F Fi=
S hd {
. ol L
FEb——f—— 1o S sEE=em 0
¥ - T 7 3 &
Bk7 Eb Fm Bb7 Ebma7
1 . .
EEEEEE B e
how can I tell? All of.__ my shirts are un - sight- ly
how can I tell? Deuc-es.__ to me areall ac . es
( lJl} A e . - m o ‘r
Bl ) 1 1 — L i 1 1 1
] v 1 T) . gp
s 8 = ,
LA M T 3 T 4 3. -0 ! J _:d; e - F— i': X I
I T i .d - 3 r 4 —¥ —1 y = x T X
¢ . < —+——a—<—]
T 3 S a E] = 3

172



are all op- en

in you Tve picked

F
I
!
|

p
.
T —————s ¥ : ¥
—= Ta——T— = ! £
= N v v
¥17
Cm Cmé — Bb7 Eb
it
— a7 — e
1 t I—T 5 = +— na —+ i & 1' 1~
e l, T ! \f ] T
i It's the ve - first You came a-
You might be John___ Bar_ 1y - You came a-
{ I i
f %_@‘ $

1

+
T l

think youre won .

1 1

think youre won -

1
=
I
I
N
>~ 1 — 1
—— s
e

-

o

L. Y
—
=

4

-l
|

o o e T e —
o P
Bb7 B+ lg Hz. g !
e e H— —%

—————— gt i

I may be wrong. wrong.

I may be wrong. wrong.

1 [ ™

all
M
ol
M
h#p
e

173




Tip-Toe Thru’ The Tulips With Me

Lyric by
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WITH A SONG IN MY HEART

Words by Music by
LORENZ HART RICHARD RODGERS
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You Do Something To Me

Words and Music by
COLE PORTER
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